Lydian 1/24th Stater 19A01 – Lesson Plan
Objective: Students will practice their analytical skills by decoding symbols and inscriptions on the Lydian 1/24th Stater (19A01) to infer historical information.
Materials Needed:
· High-resolution images of the Lydian 1/24th stater
· Worksheets with analysis questions
· Access to historical texts or digital resources about ancient Lydia
· Projector or interactive whiteboard
Activities:
1. Introduction (10 minutes):
· Begin with a brief discussion about the role of coinage in ancient societies.
· Introduce the Lydian 1/24th stater, providing basic details about its origin and period (6th century BCE).
2. Primary Source Analysis (20 minutes):
· Distribute images of the Lydian 1/24th stater to the students.
· In pairs, students use the worksheet to analyse the coin:
· Obverse: Lion's head, symbolizing power and authority.
· Reverse: Incuse squares, indicating early minting techniques.
3. Historical Context (15 minutes):
· Provide a lecture or video on ancient Lydia and the significance of the 6th century BCE.
· Highlight the role of key figures like King Alyattes and King Croesus in the development of coinage.
4. Group Discussion (15 minutes):
· Facilitate a discussion on how the coin reflects the economic and political landscape of Lydia.
· Explore the impact of coinage on trade and economic stability.
5. Interactive Activity (15 minutes):
· Students create a timeline placing the Lydian stater in the context of other significant historical events and developments in the Mediterranean region during the 6th century BCE.
· Discuss the rise of the Persian Empire and Greek city-states.
6. Conclusion and Reflection (10 minutes):
· Summarize key points discussed during the lesson.
· Ask students to reflect on how the Lydian stater provides insights into the economic and cultural history of ancient Lydia.
· Assign a brief reflection essay on what the coin reveals about Lydian society.
Assessment:
· Participation in discussions and activities.
· Completed worksheets.
· Reflection essays.
